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Five Karaite Theological Treatises from Byzantium:
A Description and Preliminary Evaluation

Moshe Firrouz and Daniel J. Lasker

Eleventh and twelfth-century Byzantine Karaite Hebrew literature,
consisting of translations from Judaeo-Arabic and independent treatises, has
largely been ignored by scholarship, probably for a number of reasons: the
lack of accessibility to libraries in the Former Soviet Union and of usable
editions; their tortuous syntax and vocabulary; their use of Greek glosses;
and their non-rabbinic provenance. Among the extant compositions, there
are five short, anonymous theological treatises, which deal mainly with
theodicy, arguing for God’s absolute justice: Meshivat Nafesh, Marpe’ la-
‘azem, Zidduq ha-din, She’elot u-teshuvot, and Sefer ha-mor. This article
offers a preliminary overview of these treatises including their contents, the
order of the composition of the treatises, and tentative identification of the
authors when possible.

Meshivat Nafesh was almost certainly composed in the middle of the
eleventh century by Tobias ben Moses, the most important figure in the
Byzantine Karaite translation project. He refers to this work as his own
in his translation of Joseph al-Basir’s Ne ‘imot. Tobias is also the putative
author of a later work, Marpe’ la- ‘azem, despite differences in the Hebrew
terminology between this work and his other compositions and translations.
The next work is Ziddug ha-din, probably from the end of the eleventh or
the beginning of the twelfth century. Judah Hadassi, mid-twelfth century,
refers to Marpe’ la- ‘azem by name and apparently refers to Ziddug ha-din,
which consists of definitions of terms, as Sefer gevulim. She elot u-teshuvot
and Sefer ha-mor are the last two works, as can be seen by the former’s
terminology and the latter’s reference to Maimonides’ Sefer ha-mada-
(composed around 1180).
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ABSTRACTS

A New Responsum by Maimonides Concerning the
Verse in Zechariah 14:9

Y. Tzvi Langermann

After the release of his Guide of the Perplexed, Maimonides was quite
reticent when queried about the views he expressed in that book. One
exception is the elaboration that he provided concerning Zechariah 14:9,
“On that day the Lord shall be One, and his name will be one”, which he
cites in Guide 1, 61. The brief responsum is embedded in an anonymous
Yemeni commentary to the Guide, which I am preparing for publication.

Between Sefer Yuhasin and Shalshelet ha-Kabbalah on Seder
ha-Hakhamim (Jewish Sages Chronicle) in the Middle Ages

Abraham David

Inthis article I attempt to throw light on the chain of the Medieval Jewish sages
and their learning tradition as reflected by two historiographers: Abraham
Zacut and Gedalya Ibn Yahya, who both composed their abovementioned
works in the 16th century. Their approaches differ greatly. The first one
surveys the sages very briefly, in no apparent order and refers primarily to
the Spanish sages. The second historian extensively describes the Rabbinate
history all over the Jewish world, focusing mostly in Europe and less in the
East. The author of Shalshelet ha-Kabblah mostly reveals his sources, as
opposed to the first historiographer who does not mention his sources.

On the Esoteric Writing Style of Likutei Moharan
Adaya Hadar

From the 12th century onwards, several Jewish texts are characterized
by esoteric writing. Ever since Maimonides wrote the Guide for the
Perplexed in this genre, esoteric writing has become a landmark which
cannot be ignored. This article purports to investigate this type of writing in
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third-generation Hasidism with specific focus on Rabbi Nahman's approach
to music.

I wish to show that the literary style and the turn to realism converge in
Likutei Moharan’s approach to music. Thereby Rabbi Nahman created a
complex view of music, merging kabbalistic and hasidic themes while
addressing actual existence.

Multifaceted Sources of Information:
Rabbi Yaakov Meshulem Orenstein’s Book Approbations

Yosaif Mordechai Dubovick

Rabbinic book approbations are too often neglected by the reader, layman
and scholar alike. A close reading of many approbations, especially when
read within the literary context of one author’s entire approbational corpus,
can provide a plethora of historical and bibliographical information. In some
cases information culled from a comprehensive study of one author can shed
light upon biographic enigmas and resolve bibliographic quandaries.

The present article is based upon a comprehensive examination of the
known approbations written by Rabbi Yaakov Meshulem Orenstein, Rabbi
of Lviv and Chief Rabbi of Galicia (d. 1839). Analysis of 111 approbations,
some of which are bibliographically recorded here for the first time, offers
insights into Rabbi Orenstein’s personal history as well the influence he
exerted during his years as Chief Rabbi.

A comparison of his signatures over the course of almost four decades in
the rabbinate reveals a peculiarity specific to his years in Zhovkva. Along
with the biographic nature of this idiosyncrasy, this awareness also allows
us to date an undated approbation and weigh in on the printing date of a
book suspected of having a forged (pre-dated) front page. Comparing terms
of friendship used throughout his writings allow us to broaden his circle of
friends during his formative years in Jaroslaw and to paint a fuller picture
of Rabbi Orenstein’s personal history, giving a better understanding of his
relationships in his later years.

Finally, when viewed in a broad perspective, the anecdotal matter noted by
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Rabbi Orenstein in his approbations paints a picture of a rabbi and communal
leader who used his influence at home and abroad far beyond promoting
book sales directly through his approbations. Rabbi Orenstein’s personal
testimonies show him influencing publishers and printers alike, actively
encouraging them to print those works he held in high esteem, offering
to edit new editions of works printed from manuscript and exhorting the
masses as to which works are imperative for study.

A full bibliographic listing of the 111 known approbations is appended to
the article.

Technological Innovation and the Circulation of Homiletical
Works in the Nineteenth Century: Repeated Use of Matrix
Printing Prior to the Appearance of Stereotype Printing in Galicia

Roee Goldschmidt

A book’s circulation and reception reflect the book’s behavior in the book
market. This article seeks to trace the marketing models of three works of
homiletic literature, which were among the most frequently published books
during the nineteenth century: Ye ‘arot devash by Rabbi Yonatan Eybeschutz,
Noam Elimelekh by Rabbi Elimelekh of Lizhensk and Arvei Nahal by Rabbi
David Shlomo Eybeschutz. A survey of the number of editions, printing
houses, managing editors and geographical regions in which the books were
published offers significant insights for the study of the book behavior in the
book market. It reveals that some of the titles maintained a continuous pace
of publication throughout the nineteenth century, and in the course of this
article I endeavor to characterize the reasons for this. At the same time, some
titles succeeded in penetrating the book market, due to the creative thinking
of the managing editors. Moreover the data collected enable us to determine
the moment at which the mass printing of a certain work began. This article
demonstrates, Avraham Nissan Ziss Segal of Lvov’s ability to reduce the
cost of printing books through simple technological innovation and, as a
result, two of these homiletical works achieved an especially widespread
distribution following an absence from the book market which had lasted
for a number of decades.
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Early Modern Leisure Literature
in Eretz-Israel Printing (1882-1923)

Ester Lapon-Kandelshein

Eastern European Jews were known to buy and read modern secular
literature like romances in any language: Hebrew, Yiddish or any local
language they knew. However, until the mid-19th century, the Ashkenazi
and Sepharadi communities in Eretz-Israel, who were familiar with this
literature, still read only imported literature. The printers in Jerusalem,
like Frumkin, did not print or sell them as books, although they did print
serial stories in their newspapers. At the end of the 19th century, during the
first Aliya, secular, modern, leisure literature showed up for the first time
in print as books. As time passed, and new immigrants came during the
second Aliya, the printers-publishers noticed how the nature and culture of
the Jewish population changed from religious to secular by those who made
Aliya for ideological Zionist reasons. The supply of original or translated
modern leisure literature, printed in Hebrew between the years 1882-1923,
shows the size of the demand from the printers-publishers’ point of view;
they offered it when they thought that there was a demand for it.

580 literature works from all genres — original and translated belles lettres,
popular, folk, humor and poetry — represented the need for Hebrew culture,
and there is nothing like modern leisure literature to reflect the cultural change
from a conservative-traditional-religious culture to a modern-secular one.

Cultural Struggles in Hebrew Children’s Literature: Three
Cases

Vered Tohar

This article focuses on three Hebrew stories which were first published in the
1930s and the 1940s in mandatory Israel and were intended for children: “The
Two Elijah Glasses” by Mordechai Michaeli, “The Golden Heart Flower” by
Zalman Ariel and “The Sabbath Dress of Hanna” by Yitzhak Damiel. Through
these three cases we will examine the issue of the acceptance of a literary
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work for children, and the question of the author's cultural identification with
his work in light of the widespread phenomenon of adaptations from world
literature to Hebrew children's literature.

Computerised Preparation of Critical Editions in Hebrew:
First Impressions from LaTeX

Jonathan Howard

The move to a computerised world has simplified in many ways the
typesetting of complex documents, and yet the preparation of critical
editions is still lacking: the commonly used word processors in the market
do not allow typesetting critical apparatus where the lemmas are referred to
by line numbers, and the price of dedicated software is very high. Today,
publishers construct critical editions manually with the assistance of graphic
designers. In this paper [ suggest the use of a freeware, versatile typesetting
system, LaTeX, which allows logically correct coding of critical apparatus
in multiple languages. The system’s abilities are demonstrated with a critical
edition of a few verses from Isaiah, which is supplemented by the source
code.

[XXX]

© Bar-llan University Press, 2020. All Rights Reserved. https://www.biupress.co.il/website/index.asp?id=1144





