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Description:

A weekly (at first a bi-weekly) Yiddish periodical edited in Warsaw and printed in Krakdw. Its
appearance signals a new phase in the development of the Yiddish press in Eastern Europe in
particular and of modern Yiddish culture in general. It was the first Yiddish periodical in Eastern
Europe whose publisher was not a private individual but a public entity - the “Ahiasaf” publishing
company - a Hebrew publisher that operated in Warsaw in the spirit of Zionism inspired by Ahad
Ha'am. The very fact that this publisher decided to publish a Yiddish language periodical is proof of
the growing cultural status of this language. The periodical’s headquarters were in Warsaw, but since
the Czar’ officials did not want to grant a license to a Yiddish weekly, it was printed in Krakéw, from
which the printed issues were sent to Warsaw for distribution, after undergoing censorship. This led
to great delays in the distribution of the weekly to subscribers, and in fact prevented the possibility
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of it basing it on daily news. During the years of its existence, the weight of the literary and
academic material was substantially greater than that of the news offerings.
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