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   var DrawingManagerData = {"mapZoom":11,"mapCenter":["50.5007664257","21.5430372129"],"
mapObjects":[{"title":"Baranow","type":"marker","coordinates":[["50.499252097","21.5415952574"]
]}]}; var GoogleMaps = { map: null, mapZoom: (DrawingManagerData == "" ? 4 :
DrawingManagerData.mapZoom), mapCenter: (DrawingManagerData == "" ? new
google.maps.LatLng(24.886436490787712, -70.2685546875) : new
google.maps.LatLng(DrawingManagerData.mapCenter[0], DrawingManagerData.mapCenter[1])),
existingAreas: (DrawingManagerData == "" ? "" : DrawingManagerData.mapObjects),
renderedAreas: [], drawingManager: null, markerIcons: { "regular" : "http://icons.iconarchive.com/ico
ns/icons-land/vista-map-markers/32/Map-Marker-Marker-Outside-Chartreuse-icon.png", "hovered" : "
http://icons.iconarchive.com/icons/icons-land/vista-map-markers/64/Map-Marker-Marker-Outside-Azur
e-icon.png"}, init: function() { //Define Map Center View var mapOptions = { zoom: this.mapZoom,
center: this.mapCenter, mapTypeControlOptions: { mapTypeIds:
[google.maps.MapTypeId.ROADMAP,google.maps.MapTypeId.TERRAIN,
google.maps.MapTypeId.SATELLITE] }, mapTypeId: google.maps.MapTypeId.TERRAIN }; this.map =
new google.maps.Map(document.getElementById('map-canvas'), mapOptions); //draw existing areas
this.drawExistingAreas(); }, drawExistingAreas: function() { for (var i in this.existingAreas) { //handle
polygons if ( this.existingAreas[i].type == "polygon" ) { var paths = []; for (var point in
this.existingAreas[i].coordinates) { paths.push(new google.maps.LatLng (
this.existingAreas[i].coordinates[point][0], this.existingAreas[i].coordinates[point][1] ) ); } var area =
new google.maps.Polygon({ paths: paths, strokeColor: '#FF0000', strokeOpacity: 0.8, strokeWeight:
2, fillColor: '#FF0000', fillOpacity: 0.35, title: this.existingAreas[i].title, type: this.existingAreas[i].type
}); area.setMap(this.map); this.drawLabel(this.existingAreas[i]); } //handle markers if (
this.existingAreas[i].type == "marker" ) { var position = new
google.maps.LatLng(this.existingAreas[i].coordinates[0][0], this.existingAreas[i].coordinates[0][1]);
var marker = new google.maps.Marker({ position: position, icon: GoogleMaps.markerIcons.regular,
title: this.existingAreas[i].title, type: this.existingAreas[i].type }); marker.setMap(this.map);
this.drawLabel(this.existingAreas[i]); } } }, drawLabel: function( object ) { var marker = new
MarkerWithLabel({ position: new google.maps.LatLng(object.coordinates[0][0],
object.coordinates[0][1]), map: this.map, labelContent: object.title, labelAnchor: new
google.maps.Point(30, 20), labelClass: "drawing_manager_read_only_label", // the CSS class for the
label labelStyle: {opacity: 1}, icon: "http://placehold.it/1x1", visible: true }); } } jQuery(function() {
GoogleMaps.init(); }); 
Name in Polish: Baranów Sandomierski
  

Name in Ukrainian: Баранув-Сандомирський 

Name in Russian: Баранув-Сандомерский
  

Name in Hebrew: באראנוב
  

Population Data:   Year   General Population   Jews 

1765 (?) 300

1848 (?) 1021

1880 2002 1155

1890 2371 1491
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1900 1817 918

1910 1764 894

1921 1794 745

 
  

Remarks: 
Baranów (Barniv) is located c. 26km southwest of Sandomierz c. 60km south of Tarnów, on the
banks of the Vistula River. It is not known when settlement of this place first began, but a fortress
was established there by the early 12th century. In 1353, Casimir III the Great granted it rights giving
it the status of a city, and an annual fair was established there. The city’s location helped its
economic development, as it enabled the transport of train from the city via raft down the Vistula to
Gdańsk (Danzig), on the Baltic Sea.

To that end, grain silos were brought into the city from the agricultural estates in the region. The
fortress, which eventually became a palace, served both as a resort for Polish kings and magnates
and as the home of the city’s owners, the Baranowski family. In the 18th century, many objets d’art
and important literary manuscripts were collected and kept in the palace. Baranów was settled by
members of “other faiths” – that is, non-Catholics – as well: Calvinists and Jews. In 1604, a
convocation of Polish Calvinists was held in Baranów, and not long afterwards a Catholic-owned print
house was established in town which also printed books that appealed to Protestants.
Over the years, Baranów also experienced various wars, which impacted Polish cities in general: The
Lithuanian incursions of the 14th century and the wars against the Swedes and Cossacks in the 17th
century, in addition to internal conflicts, brought great damage onto the city and its fortress. The
fortress was renovated and upgraded several times until it ultimately became a palace. The ruined
city was also rebuilt several times.
Before the Partition of Poland, Baranów belonged to the Sandomierz Country. After the partition, it
became part of Tarnów County, then part of Mielec County in 1860, and finally part of Tarnobrzeg
County after World War I. The city’s major economic decline took place primarily after the First
Partition of Poland in 1772, when it became part of Austrian Galicia. With the development of railroad
throughout Galicia, market shifts, and the reduced importance of the Vistula as a route for the
transportation of goods, the city’s status declined. Devastating fires in 1890 and 1896 also hurt the
city and its residents’ finances.

Read More...
The Jews
It is not clear exactly when Jews arrived in Baranów, but it seems to have been very early. There are
attestations to Jews in Baranów in documents from the 14th century. The Jews settled throughout the
city but were concentrated near the market square. They engaged primarily in the trade of grain.
The Jewish community ceased to exist in the mid-17th century, after the uprisings of 1648-9 and the
Swedish invasion in the 1660s. But the community was re-established in the early 1700s, and it
developed relatively rapidly. By 1765, there were already 300 people in the community, and in the
surrounding villages there were another 135 Jews who belonged to the community. During this
period, a wooden synagogue was built, which was considered astonishingly beautiful. It burned down
in 1896 and was rebuilt in 1899. A Jewish cemetery was dedicated in the city, and it served nearby
Jewish communities, including Osiek, as well.
Upon the Partition of Poland, the same taxes and decrees imposed on the rest of Galician Jewry was
imposed on the Jews of Baranów. The community became indebted to the authorities, who
demanded the payment of taxes in 1784 under severe threats. In 1789, the community was required
to appoint a rabbi, who would be responsible, inter alia, for the establishment of a German-style
normal school superintended by Herz Homberg, for maintaining a population registry, and more.
There is no extant information of the actual establishment of this school. At that time, the Austrian
authorities also tried to create Jewish agricultural settlements, an attempt that largely failed.
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However, two Jewish families from Baranów were sent to an agricultural settlement in a nearby
village, where they were indeed absorbed into the agricultural sector.
At this time, as noted, Baranów appointed its first rabbi. The city’s first known rabbi was Rabbi
Yaakov Shimon Ḥayim Deutsch, a disciple of the Seer of Lublin, who later went on to serve as a rabbi
in Żelechów, Puławy (Pilov), and Radzyń Podlaski (Radzin). He was succeeded by a rabbi whose
identity is unknown, who did not receive a regular salary; the ḥazan likewise made a living from the
donations of community members. However, in the 1840s, Rabbi Yisrael Horowitz, the son of Rabbi
Eliezer, the Hasidic rabbi of nearby Dzhikev (Tarnobrzeg), became rabbi of Baranów. He served until
the 1870s and was succeeded by his son, Rabbi Avraham Simḥa. When the latter immigrated to
Eretz Yisrael in 1909, his eldest son, Yitzḥak, inherited the post, followed by his grandson, Rabbi
Avigdor, who perished in the Holocaust.
The Jewish population of Baranów rose throughout the 19th century and took a leading role in trade
and crafts, with the exception of shoemaking, the expertise of Baranów’s non-Jewish population. The
Jews of Baranów also took part in the city’s political leadership. From the time that Jews attained
equal rights in the 1860s until the end of World War I, Baranów had two Jewish mayors.
Zionist activities began in the early 20th century, and a branch of Mizrachi was active in the city. It is
important to note that despite the Hasidic character of the city, it also had quite a few Maskilim,
active Communists, and a local writer for Der Israelit. The decline in Baranów’s status in the grain
trade led to economic distress for Jewish traders and brokers. In the late-19th century, many of them
migrated elsewhere or overseas. The occupation of itinerant salesman became much less attractive
after the 1905 murder and robbery of a Jewish merchant of agricultural products in nearby villages.
With the outbreak of World War I, Baranów was occupied by the Russians, and Jewish residents
withdrew into the Austrian heartland. Once the city was retaken by the Austrian army, not all the
Jews who lived there before the war returned. At the end of the war, Polish nationalist elements and
local farmers began to rob and physically harm the Jews. To protect the residents, Jewish soldiers
from the city, who had just returned from the battlefield and some of whom were armed, stood
alongside brave men who did not let the masses harm them of their property. The soldiers of
General Haller also attacked Jews throughout Poland during the period before the re-establishment
of Polish independence. However, the local militia of Baranów did not come to the Jews’ defense,
leading to the resignation of its Jewish mayor, Yirmiyahu Leibovich.
The generally poor economic situation in Poland, and the strain placed on Jewish finances by the new
Polish government, led to the emigration of Jews from Baranów. In 1921, there were c. 30 businesses
that provided work mainly for family members plus a few wage-earners. In addition, some Jews
continued as peddlers, some were farmers, and some were wagon-drivers. Due to the difficult
economic situation, a Jewish Credit Bank was established for merchants and craftsmen. Other
benevolent societies were also established: a charity fund for the city’s poor, and a soup kitchen for
needy children that was established after the city flooded in 1932, with some help from the
municipality. In about 1936, the Polish government built military industrial plants in the Baranów
region, and this improved the economic situation of all residents of the region. Between the two
world wars, political and Zionist activism of every stripe continued. A library, club, and drama groups
were established in the city, as well as a Hebrew-language supplementary school, whose students
were mostly girls.
World War II
When World War II broke out on September 1, 1939, people began fleeing the city. When the
German army entered the city, they began abducting Jews and conscripting them into forced labor
details. In addition, the Jews were required to provide the Nazi soldiers with anything of value,
money, or scarce food products. A Judenrat was established, headed by Mordechai Gross. He
systematically organized Jewish slave labor and was the address for the demands of the Nazi
authorities. Some townspeople were sent to work in camps near the city, and some were employed
to maintain roads and infrastructure and doing agricultural work on the farms of Volksdeutsche –
ethnically German Poles.
At the beginning of 1942, there began the mass deportations from the area to labor camps in the
area, and in June 1942, a closed ghetto was established in Baranów. Jews from nearby towns were
expelled there. The Jews of Baranów understood that the destruction of the community was at hand,
and many of them prepared hiding places. About three weeks later, the order to deport the Jews
from the city arrived. The German police and Polish auxiliary forces surrounded the city and
prevented the Jews from fleeing. However, two Polish policemen helped Jews escape the ghetto. A
selection took place at the market square, and c. 30 elderly Jews were taken out by wagon and
murdered in the Jewish cemetery. The rest of the Jews were herded onto cattle cars and sent to
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Dębica. From there, the able-bodied were sent to work in nearby camps, and the rest of the Jews,
together with Jews from many other cities who had been corralled into Dębica, were sent to the
Belzec death camp. The property of Baranów’s Jews was plundered by locals, the beid midrash was
dismantled, and its contents sold to local farmers. After the war, one survivor returned to the city,
but the hostility he experienced caused him to leave.

(Roee Goldshmidt)

Sources:
Pinkasei HaKehilot, vol. 3, Baranów, pp. 59-62.
Sefer Yizkor Baranów (Barniv), edited by N. Blumenthal, Jerusalem: 1964.

 

See detailed information about  the community of Baranów on the site 
Massa le-Galicia (in Hebrew)

 

    

Historical-cultural region: Western Galicia 

  

Items relevant to the community
    Title   Type of item   Years

  Baranów   Communities
  Ernennung von Bezirks- und
GemeinderabbinernОб ...

  CAHJP Cards   1854

  Korespondencja w sprawie
obsadzenia wolnej posa...

  CAHJP Cards   1895

  Korespondencja w sprawie
rekursów i zażaleń czł...

  CAHJP Cards   1901

  Korespondencja z Starostwem
w Tarnobrzegu w spr...

  CAHJP Cards   1910

  Korespondencja z Starostwem
w Tarnobrzegu, doty...

  CAHJP Cards   1911

  Korespondencja ze starostwami
w sprawach gmin w...

  CAHJP Cards   1897

  Korespondencja ze starostwami
w sprawach gmin w...

  CAHJP Cards   1897

  Korespondencja ze starostwami
w sprawach wyboro...

  CAHJP Cards   1898

  Korespondencja, dotycząca
dostarczeń przelimina...

  CAHJP Cards   1901

   More items       
      

  Source URL:http://www.jgaliciabukovina.net/node/110931  
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